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A Holistic Approach to Universal Child Well-being

• The	
  CRC	
  is	
  the	
  most	
  comprehensive,	
  nearly	
  unanimously	
  ra7fied	
  human	
  rights	
  treaty.	
  	
  

• It	
  is	
  the	
  only	
  interna7onal	
  treaty	
  to	
  incorporate	
  the	
  full	
  range	
  of	
  human	
  rights-­‐	
  civil,	
  cultural,	
  economic,	
  
poli7cal,	
  and	
  social-­‐	
  into	
  a	
  single	
  document.

• The	
  Conven7on	
  was	
  dra@ed	
  with	
  the	
  specific	
  purpose	
  to	
  promote	
  and	
  protect	
  the	
  rights	
  of	
  all	
  children.	
  	
  

• In	
  laying	
  out	
  the	
  comprehensive	
  rights	
  of	
  children,	
  the	
  CRC	
  challenges	
  us	
  to:

	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  -­‐	
  View	
  children	
  in	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  their	
  environment

	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  -­‐	
  View	
  children	
  as	
  ac5ve	
  holders	
  of	
  rights	
  as	
  opposed	
  to	
  passive	
  recipients	
  of	
  care

	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  -­‐	
  View	
  children	
  in	
  light	
  of	
  who	
  they	
  become
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Background: The Path to the CRC

1924:	
  Declara7on	
  of	
  the	
  Rights	
  of	
  the	
  Child.	
  	
  Regardless	
  of	
  race,	
  na7onality	
  or	
  creed,	
  children	
  have
the	
  right	
  to	
  survival,	
  food,	
  shelter,	
  health	
  care,	
  humanitarian	
  relief,	
  and	
  protec7on	
  from	
  exploita7on.	
  	
  

1948:	
  UN	
  General	
  Assembly	
  adopted	
  the	
  Universal	
  Declara7on	
  of	
  Human	
  Rights.

1959:	
  2nd	
  Declara7on	
  of	
  the	
  Rights	
  of	
  the	
  Child.	
  	
  Addi7onal	
  provisions-­‐	
  right	
  to	
  an	
  iden7ty,	
  family,
educa7on,	
  and	
  freedom	
  from	
  discrimina7on.

1979-­‐1989:	
  Dra@ing	
  of	
  the	
  CRC.

November	
  20,	
  1989:	
  UN	
  General	
  Assembly	
  adopted	
  the	
  CRC.

September	
  2,	
  1990:	
  Following	
  ra7fica7on	
  by	
  20	
  countries,	
  the	
  CRC	
  became	
  interna7onal	
  law.

2008:	
  193	
  countries	
  have	
  ra7fied	
  the	
  CRC.	
  	
  Somalia	
  and	
  the	
  U.S.	
  are	
  the	
  only	
  two	
  UN	
  members	
  that
have	
  not	
  done	
  so.
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Key CRC points and principles

• The	
  CRC	
  recognizes	
  a	
  child	
  as	
  a	
  person	
  who	
  is	
  en7tled	
  to	
  an	
  iden3ty–	
  a	
  name,	
  a	
  family,	
  and	
  a	
  
na7onality-­‐	
  and	
  the	
  full	
  array	
  of	
  human	
  rights.

• It	
  defines	
  a	
  child	
  as	
  an	
  individual	
  under	
  age	
  18.

• The	
  Conven7on	
  specifies	
  that	
  a	
  child’s	
  best	
  interest	
  be	
  of	
  primary	
  considera7on	
  in	
  all	
  decisions	
  
which	
  affect	
  them.	
  	
  

• It	
  is	
  based	
  upon	
  four	
  underlying	
  themes:	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   Survival
	
   	
   	
   	
   Development

	
   	
   	
   	
   Protec5on

	
   	
   	
   	
   Par5cipa5on
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Survival
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Survival
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The	
  right	
  to	
  life	
  (Art.	
  6)
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Survival

© Photographer: Michael Macsuga; Image from BigStockPhoto.com

The	
  right	
  to	
  life	
  (Art.	
  6)

The	
  right	
  to	
  access/receive	
  health	
  care	
  services	
  (Art.	
  24)
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Survival
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The	
  right	
  to	
  life	
  (Art.	
  6)

The	
  right	
  to	
  access/receive	
  health	
  care	
  services	
  (Art.	
  24)

The	
  right	
  to	
  safe,	
  clean	
  drinking	
  water,	
  nutri7ous	
  food,	
  adequate
sanita7on,	
  and	
  healthy	
  environmental	
  condi7ons	
  (Art.	
  24)
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  drinking	
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  healthy	
  environmental	
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  24)

The	
  right	
  to	
  an	
  adequate	
  standard	
  of	
  living	
  that	
  ensures
children’s	
  physical	
  and	
  emo7onal	
  needs	
  are	
  fulfilled	
  (Art.	
  27)
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  to	
  an	
  adequate	
  standard	
  of	
  living	
  that	
  ensures
children’s	
  physical	
  and	
  emo7onal	
  needs	
  are	
  fulfilled	
  (Art.	
  27)

The	
  right	
  to	
  proper	
  treatment	
  and	
  care	
  for	
  children	
  afflicted	
  with	
  disabili7es	
  or	
  vic7mized	
  by	
  abuse	
  and
neglect	
  (Art.	
  39)
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Development
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Development

The	
  right	
  to	
  access	
  child	
  and	
  age-­‐appropriate	
  informa7on	
  that	
  enhances
overall	
  well-­‐being,	
  facilitates	
  respect	
  for	
  human	
  rights	
  (Art.	
  17)

The	
  right	
  to	
  social	
  assistance	
  programs,	
  such	
  as	
  Head	
  and	
  Healthy	
  Start
programs,	
  Medicaid,	
  SCHIP,	
  TANF,	
  etc.	
  (Art.	
  26)

The	
  right	
  to	
  free	
  and	
  compulsory	
  primary	
  educa7on	
  and	
  increased	
  access
to	
  secondary	
  and	
  voca7onal	
  educa7on	
  (Art.	
  28)

The	
  right	
  to	
  an	
  educa7on	
  that	
  assists	
  children	
  in	
  reaching	
  their	
  fullest
poten7al	
  and	
  prepares	
  them	
  for	
  adulthood	
  (Art.	
  29)
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Protection from-
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Protection from-

Discrimina7on
(Arts.	
  2,	
  22-­‐23,	
  30)

Abduc7on
(Arts.	
  11	
  &	
  35)

Abuse	
  and	
  neglect	
  
(Art.	
  19)

Exploita7on	
  and	
  Trafficking
(Arts.	
  34-­‐36)

Drugs	
  
(Art.	
  33)
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Protection from-
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(Arts.	
  2,	
  22-­‐23,	
  30)

Abduc7on
(Arts.	
  11	
  &	
  35)

Abuse	
  and	
  neglect	
  
(Art.	
  19)

Exploita7on	
  and	
  Trafficking
(Arts.	
  34-­‐36)

Drugs	
  
(Art.	
  33)

Armed	
  Conflict
(Art.	
  38)

Child	
  Labor	
  
(Art.32)

A_acks	
  on	
  privacy,	
  family,	
  and	
  home	
  
(Art.	
  16)

Capital	
  punishment	
  and	
  life	
  
without	
  parole	
  (Art.	
  37)

Unlawful	
  arrest,	
  deten7on,	
  and
imprisonment	
  (Arts.	
  37	
  &	
  40)

© Photographer: Galina Barskaya; Image from BigStockPhoto.com

Thursday, October 8, 2009



Participation

Thursday, October 8, 2009



Participation

Freedom	
  of	
  opinion	
  and	
  expression	
  (Art.	
  12)
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  (Art.	
  14)
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  14)
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Participation

Freedom	
  of	
  opinion	
  and	
  expression	
  (Art.	
  12)

Freedom	
  of	
  religion	
  (Art.	
  14)

Freedom	
  of	
  thought	
  and	
  conscience	
  (Art.	
  14)

Freedom	
  of	
  associa7on	
  and	
  peaceful	
  assembly	
  (Art.	
  15)

The	
  right	
  to	
  leisure	
  and	
  recrea7on-­‐	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  play-­‐	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  child	
  (Art.	
  31)
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Impacts of the CRC on child well-being

• The	
  treaty	
  has	
  improved	
  children’s	
  well-­‐being	
  throughout	
  the	
  world	
  by	
  challenging	
  the	
  way	
  
governments	
  and	
  ci7zens	
  view	
  and	
  priori7ze	
  children.

• Governments	
  and	
  non-­‐governmental	
  organiza7ons	
  (NGOs)	
  around	
  the	
  world	
  have	
  worked	
  together	
  to	
  
increase	
  children’s	
  access	
  to	
  primary	
  educa7on	
  and	
  life-­‐saving	
  medical	
  care.

• Many	
  countries	
  have	
  enacted	
  or	
  strengthened	
  legisla7on	
  to	
  protect	
  children	
  from	
  being	
  abused,	
  
neglected,	
  or	
  subjected	
  to	
  sexual,	
  commercial,	
  and	
  domes7c	
  exploita7on.	
  	
  

• Governments	
  have	
  passed	
  laws	
  that	
  reaffirm	
  a	
  child’s	
  right	
  to	
  be	
  raised	
  in	
  a	
  family	
  and	
  acknowledge	
  
that	
  both	
  parents	
  share	
  responsibility	
  for	
  their	
  children’s	
  upbringing.	
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U.S.	
  role	
  and	
  stance
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U.S.	
  role	
  and	
  stance

• The	
  U.S.	
  played	
  an	
  ac7ve	
  role	
  in	
  dra@ing	
  the	
  CRC.	
  	
  At	
  the	
  request	
  of	
  the	
  Reagan	
  Administra3on,	
  
the	
  U.S.	
  delega7on	
  introduced	
  the	
  following	
  of	
  provisions:

	
   	
  

	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Ar5cle	
  10:	
  Family	
  Reunifica5on
	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Ar5cle	
  13:	
  Freedom	
  of	
  Expression	
  (Bill	
  of	
  Rights,	
  Amend.	
  1)

	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Ar5cle	
  14:	
  Freedom	
  of	
  Thought,	
  Conscience,	
  and	
  Religion	
  (Bill	
  of	
  Rights,	
  Amend.	
  1)

	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Ar5cle	
  15:	
  Freedom	
  of	
  Associa5on	
  and	
  Assembly	
  (Bill	
  of	
  Rights,	
  Amend.	
  1)

	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Ar5cle	
  16:	
  Right	
  to	
  Privacy/Freedom	
  from	
  Government	
  AXacks	
  (Bill	
  of	
  Rights,	
  Amend.	
  4)

	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Ar5cle	
  19:	
  Protec5on	
  from	
  Abuse	
  and	
  Neglect

	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Ar5cle	
  25:	
  Periodic	
  Review	
  of	
  Treatment	
  for	
  Children	
  in	
  Alterna5ve	
  Care
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  Protocols

• 2005-­‐	
  Roper	
  vs.	
  Simmons
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CRC	
  opponents	
  fear	
  the	
  Conven8on…

• would	
  undermine	
  na7onal	
  and	
  state	
  sovereignty;

• would	
  usurp	
  parental	
  authority	
  and	
  allow	
  the	
  UN	
  to	
  dictate	
  how	
  parents	
  raise	
  and	
  teach	
  their	
  
children;

• would	
  give	
  children	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  do	
  as	
  they	
  please	
  without	
  warrant,	
  including	
  taking	
  legal	
  ac7on	
  
against	
  their	
  parents,	
  having	
  abor7ons,	
  joining	
  gangs,	
  etc.;	
  and	
  	
  

• is	
  unnecessary.
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Myth: The CRC would become “Supreme Law” of the land.
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Myth: The CRC would become “Supreme Law” of the land.

• Under	
  the	
  Supremacy	
  Clause	
  of	
  the	
  U.S.	
  Cons7tu7on,	
  and	
  as	
  upheld	
  by	
  the	
  U.S.	
  Supreme	
  Court,	
  no	
  
treaty	
  can	
  override	
  the	
  Cons3tu3on	
  [Reid	
  v.	
  Covert,	
  354	
  U.S.	
  1	
  (1957)].	
  

• The	
  U.S.	
  can	
  ra7fy	
  the	
  CRC	
  with	
  RUDS-­‐	
  reserva8ons,	
  understandings,	
  and	
  declara8ons.	
  	
  RUDs	
  address	
  
specific	
  conflicts	
  between	
  the	
  U.S.	
  Cons7tu7on	
  and	
  a	
  par7cular	
  Conven7on.	
  	
  

• The	
  CRC	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  self-­‐execu3ng	
  treaty	
  –	
  it	
  cannot	
  be	
  automa7cally	
  implemented	
  without	
  legisla7ve	
  
ac7on.	
  	
  As	
  with	
  any	
  treaty,	
  each	
  state	
  is	
  responsible	
  for	
  developing	
  and	
  implemen7ng	
  its	
  own	
  legisla7on.

• As	
  stated	
  in	
  the	
  Conven7on,	
  any	
  state	
  that	
  is	
  a	
  party	
  to	
  the	
  CRC	
  can	
  nullify	
  its	
  ra3fica3on	
  by	
  providing	
  
wri_en	
  no7fica7on	
  of	
  “denuncia7on”	
  to	
  the	
  UN	
  Secretary	
  General.	
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Myth: The CRC undermines the primacy of 
the parent-child relationship.
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Myth: The CRC undermines the primacy of 
the parent-child relationship.

• The	
  CRC	
  recognizes	
  the	
  family	
  *	
  “as	
  the	
  fundamental	
  group	
  of	
  society	
  and	
  the	
  natural	
  
environment	
  for	
  the	
  growth	
  and	
  well-­‐being	
  of	
  all	
  its	
  members	
  and	
  par7cularly	
  children…”

• Acknowledges	
  “that	
  the	
  child,	
  for	
  the	
  full	
  and	
  harmonious	
  development	
  of	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  
personality,	
  should	
  grow	
  up	
  in	
  a	
  family	
  environment,	
  in	
  an	
  atmosphere	
  of	
  happiness,	
  love,	
  and	
  
understanding.”

• The	
  Conven7on	
  repeatedly	
  underscores	
  the	
  pivotal	
  role	
  parents	
  play	
  in	
  their	
  children’s	
  lives.	
  	
  
There	
  is	
  ample	
  language	
  throughout	
  the	
  Conven7on	
  to	
  support	
  this,	
  par7cularly	
  Ar7cles	
  3,	
  5,	
  
7-­‐10,	
  14,	
  18,	
  22,	
  and	
  27.	
  	
  

*	
  In	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  the	
  CRC,	
  family	
  refers	
  to	
  parents,	
  legal	
  guardians,	
  extended	
  family,	
  and,	
  in	
  some	
  instances,	
  community.
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Myth: Ratification would allow the UN to dictate 
how parents should raise their children.
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Myth: Ratification would allow the UN to dictate 
how parents should raise their children.

• The	
  Conven7on	
  does	
  not,	
  by	
  any	
  means,	
  grant	
  the	
  UN	
  authority	
  to	
  control,	
  govern,	
  or	
  police	
  
U.S.	
  policies	
  for	
  children.

• There	
  is	
  no	
  language	
  in	
  the	
  Conven7on	
  that	
  dictates	
  the	
  manner	
  in	
  which	
  parents	
  are	
  to	
  raise	
  
and	
  instruct	
  their	
  children.	
  	
  Ra7fica7on	
  of	
  the	
  CRC	
  would	
  not	
  prevent	
  parents	
  from	
  home-­‐
schooling	
  their	
  children.

• Under	
  the	
  CRC,	
  parental	
  responsibility	
  is	
  protected	
  from	
  government	
  interference.	
  	
  Ar7cle	
  5	
  
states	
  that	
  Governments	
  should	
  respect	
  the	
  rights,	
  responsibili7es,	
  and	
  du7es	
  of	
  parents	
  to	
  
raise	
  their	
  children.	
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Myth: The CRC proposes that children are 
autonomous agents.
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Myth: The CRC proposes that children are 
autonomous agents.

• The	
  Conven7on	
  does	
  not	
  extend	
  to	
  children	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  same	
  rights	
  accorded	
  to	
  adults,	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  
vote	
  and	
  unrestricted	
  freedom	
  to	
  make	
  independent	
  decisions.

• Children’s	
  ability	
  to	
  exercise	
  certain	
  rights	
  is	
  dependent	
  upon	
  their	
  age	
  and	
  maturity	
  and	
  influenced	
  by	
  
culture,	
  environment,	
  and	
  life	
  experiences.	
  	
  Parents	
  are	
  encouraged	
  to	
  deal	
  with	
  rights	
  issues	
  “…in	
  a	
  
manner	
  consistent	
  with	
  the	
  evolving	
  capaci7es	
  of	
  the	
  child."	
  (Arts.	
  5	
  &	
  14)	
  	
  

• The	
  CRC	
  does	
  not	
  give	
  children	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  sue	
  their	
  parents.	
  

• The	
  Conven7on	
  does	
  not	
  give	
  children	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  join	
  a	
  gang	
  or	
  associate	
  with	
  pedophiles.	
  	
  

• The	
  CRC	
  does	
  not	
  give	
  children	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  an	
  abor3on.	
  	
  It	
  maintains	
  no	
  explicit	
  posi3on	
  on	
  family	
  
planning	
  and	
  abor3on	
  issues	
  nor	
  does	
  it	
  define	
  when	
  childhood	
  begins.	
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Myth: Ratification is unnecessary.
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Myth: Ratification is unnecessary.

• While	
  the	
  U.S.	
  has	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  best	
  programs	
  and	
  laws	
  to	
  protect	
  our	
  children,	
  there	
  are	
  many	
  
areas	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  U.S.	
  needs	
  to	
  improve	
  its	
  treatment	
  of	
  children-­‐

	
  

	
   	
   insufficient	
  health	
  care	
   	
  
	
   	
   inadequate	
  educa5onal	
  opportuni5es

	
   	
   poverty

	
   	
   abuse

	
   	
   hunger

	
   	
   infant	
  mortality

	
   	
   incarcera5on

	
   	
   adolescent	
  pregnancy

	
   	
   homicide,	
  suicide,	
  and	
  firearm-­‐related	
  deaths

• In	
  adhering	
  to	
  the	
  repor7ng	
  requirements	
  contained	
  in	
  the	
  Conven7on,	
  our	
  country	
  would	
  be	
  
compelled	
  to	
  reassess	
  the	
  state	
  of	
  children’s	
  well-­‐being	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.

• The	
  CRC	
  provides	
  a	
  framework	
  for	
  crea7ng	
  policies/programs	
  that	
  address	
  the	
  specific	
  needs	
  of	
  
children	
  and	
  families	
  thus	
  assis7ng	
  in	
  making	
  children	
  a	
  na3onal	
  priority.	
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International impact of U.S. ratification
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International impact of U.S. ratification

• Ra7fica7on	
  would	
  enhance	
  our	
  role	
  as	
  an	
  interna3onal	
  leader	
  in	
  human	
  rights.	
  	
  

• It	
  would	
  lend	
  greater	
  credence	
  to	
  the	
  Conven7on	
  and	
  U.S.-­‐	
  based	
  human	
  rights	
  and	
  
humanitarian	
  organiza7ons.	
  

• With	
  U.S.	
  ra7fica7on,	
  the	
  world	
  would	
  stand	
  united	
  in	
  its	
  universally	
  shared	
  goal	
  to	
  protect	
  and	
  
promote	
  children’s	
  best	
  interests.	
  

• The	
  U.S.	
  would	
  be	
  eligible	
  to	
  par7cipate	
  in	
  the	
  Commi_ee	
  on	
  the	
  Conven7on	
  of	
  the	
  Rights	
  of	
  
the	
  Child,	
  bolster	
  interna7onal	
  child	
  advocacy	
  efforts,	
  and	
  assist	
  in	
  enac7ng	
  global	
  standards	
  
and	
  policies	
  which	
  safeguard	
  children.	
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What is at stake?
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What is at stake?

Our	
  Children
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What is at stake?

Our	
  Children

Failure	
  to	
  raKfy	
  the	
  CRC	
  is	
  a	
  failure	
  to	
  stand	
  up	
  for	
  all	
  

children-­‐	
  a	
  failure	
  to	
  recognize	
  and	
  address	
  the	
  plight	
  of	
  

all	
  children.
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What you can do?

• Con7nue	
  to	
  LEARN	
  about	
  the	
  CRC.

• RAISE	
  AWARENESS	
  in	
  your	
  community.	
  	
  Talk	
  to	
  your	
  family,	
  friends,	
  colleagues,	
  and	
  community	
  
members.	
  	
  Write	
  le_ers	
  and	
  op.eds.	
  to	
  newspapers.	
  	
  Organize	
  workshops,	
  rallies,	
  and	
  other	
  events.	
  	
  	
  

• BE	
  A	
  LEADER-­‐	
  contact	
  your	
  local,	
  state,	
  and	
  na7onal	
  poli7cians.	
  	
  Speak	
  with	
  them	
  about	
  the	
  CRC.	
  

• MOBILIZE/NETWORK	
  with	
  organiza7ons	
  that	
  advocate	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  children.

• JOIN	
  the	
  Campaign	
  for	
  U.S.	
  Ra7fica7on	
  of	
  the	
  UN	
  Conven7on	
  the	
  Rights	
  of	
  the	
  Child	
  (h_p://
childrightscampaign.org).	
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