Greta Thunberg: 2019 Time 100 Most Influential People

Written by Emma Gonzalez, March for Our Lives co-founder
https://time.com/collection/100-most-influential-people-2019/5567758/greta-thunberg/
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“Our leadership has failed
us.

Young people must hold
older generations
accountable for the mess they
have created.

We need to get angry,
and transform that anger into
action.”

Greta Thunberg
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The civil rights movement leaders of the 1960s had no idea that school-shooting survivors from one of
the most southern points in the U.S. would lean on their teachings to power a modern nonviolent
movement to end gun violence. Students around the world began standing up for their survival, leaning
only on the fire inside them to prevent the pain they understand too intimately.

Greta Thunberg saw her power in us, and we in turn see our power in her. Fighting in her home
country, Sweden, for a future free from pollution, environmental degradation and climate change,
Greta is inspiring steadfast students and shaming apathetic adults.

She realized early on that the powers that be would be stacked against her and her mission, stating,
“We can’t save the world by playing by the rules, because the rules have to be changed.” Greta went
on to plan a multitude of student protests centered on action against our changing climate. Climate
change is our reality, and youth activists like Greta are doing everything within their power to work
against it, and demand a change.

Learn more about Greta and the School Strike for Climate movement:

e TIME’s 2019 Next Generation Leaders series: https://time.com/collection-post/5584902/greta-
thunberg-next-generation-leaders/
Greta Thunberg’s TEDx Talk: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EAMMUIESN9A

e AP News: Teen activist sails across Atlantic to go to climate meeting:
https://apnews.com/6dc8ca6030f54f5995cc8f63def5ae86

e How Greta Thunberg’s climate strikes became a global movement in a year:
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-global-climate-thunberg/how-greta-thunbergs-climate-strikes-
became-a-global-movement-in-a-year-idUSKCN1VA001
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